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after her marriage. Though the daughter of persons in good
circumstances, she had never had so large a sum at her own
disposal. The sight of this number of gold pieces produced
an effect similar to that she would have felt had she been
drinking wine—a species of intoxication. When she retired
to bed, she spread the money on the sheets and slept upon it!
Yet this person was the very reverse of avaricious. Accord-
ing to her own analysis of her feelings, it was the conscious-
ness of the power gold represented that gave it so great a
charm. The feeling was, however, as short-lived as it was
sudden.
Less innocent effects of this fascination have brought its
victims within the pale of a criminal court. Among these
unfortunates was, of late years, a young man of respectable
parentage, who had always borne an excellent character for
strict integrity. Having obtained a situation with a chemist,
he was one day left alone before an open drawer containing a
large sum of money. The temptation overpowered his natural
honesty. Being subsequently asked by the magistrate how it
happened that he, who had been so well brought up, whose
principles of honesty had hitherto been so firm, should have
committed an act that seated him on the bench with hardened
thieves, he replied that he was not in his senses, for the in-
stant he fixed his eyes on the^rawer the fever of gold ascended
to kia train !
. To gratify this insatiate desire to add continually to her
store, Rachel is said to have tasked her inventive powers, and
generally with the success that attended all her undertakings.
The following anecdote was current among her acquaintances:
On one occasion she announced to her numerous friends and
admirers that she had a perfect passion for emeralds, and in-
tended making a collection of those beautiful gems. For this
purpose.she had already procured a very fine one, which she
complacently exhibited to one of the titled sons of fortune
who followed in the train of the tragic muse as the gift of a
competitor in the race for her good graces. The appeal was
understood and responded to with a contribution of course
more valuable than the specimen exhibited, the hast gift in
turn doing duty as a decoy to draw others, until the collec-

